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° @CUTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


WAGHINGTON, D.C, 20505 - 


DCR OFC TNS TE Tle PLAS 
Review Staff: 76-0441 
26 May 1976 


Mr. William G. Miller 

Statl Director St 

Selact Committee To Study Governmental 
Operations With Respect To Intelligence 
Activities 

Room G-~308 

Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 


Dear Mr. Miller: 


Predictably, a professional academic organization, 
galvanized into action by the Senate Select Committee report 
on CIA relations with American academic institutions, has 
tilted a lance to defend the honor of its profession. 


Attached are copies of an exchange of letters between 
the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) 
and Director Bush regarding the AAUP claim that the CIA has 
engaged in practices which "compromise the instititional and 
professional integrity” of the academic community. Jn re-~ 
sponse, Director Bush asserted that individual academicians 
are entitled to the same freedom of choice as other American 
citizens who voluntarily and wittingly wish to assist the 
United States government. Noting that the AAUP letter betrays 
‘a serious Lack of confidence in the people in your own pro- 
fession", Director Bush proposed that an AAUP representative 
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moet with Agency officials to try to find a way to a better. a 


understanding - 


We trust that when the dialogue is completed and the 
dust settles, the academic community will have a more positive. 
appreciation of the true role and the contributions of CIA to 
the national welfare. : 


Sincerely 


Attachments: a/s 
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Director 
Central. Intelligence Agency : 
Weshingvon, D.C. 20505 woe 


the Senate Select Committee on Foreign and 
confirmed whet waS already published else— 
as for years covertly used academic institutions 
end employ red aced c persons in ways which compromise institutional 

end Soe a = intents Universities end scholars have been paid to 
lie sbout the sources of their support, to mislead others, to induce 
betrayed confidences, to misstate the true objects of their interest, ~ 
end to nisrepresent the actual objectives of their Work. | ee 


i “sg In ending the practice of CIA employnent of missionaries aval me. a Opa 
journalists for covert operations, you have demonstrated your concern ; 
for and your willingness to protect the integrity and independence of 
those institutions. As national President of the American Association 
of University Professors, I call upon you now to provide the same 
guarantee 25 against misuse end subversion for our colleges and wmiversities 
so that they may be freed of the stigma of covert, end often unknowing, 
participation in menivulative government operations conducted by the CTA. 


The American Association of University Professors espouses the 
professional freedom of teachers and scholars not as some peculiar entitle-- 
ment of their own but as a duty that they owe to their students and to the - 
Sarum asa pte @. gla this FEaSOn eas 1940 Sravemen! of SEAR CU RLS 
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"Institutions of higher education are conducted for the 
common good end not to further the interest of either — | a 
the individuel teacher or the institution as a whole. 
‘he common good depends upon the Hes search for. truth 


and its free exposition. 
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A government which corrupts its colleges and universities by mez 
political fronts of them has betrayed academic freedom and compromised. 
@11 who teach. When colleges and-.universities are made conduits of 


deceit end when faculty members ere paid to lie, there is en end to ths 


o., 


comnon good of higher education. 


_ On behalf of the Americen Association ‘of University Professors, © 
write to express my dismay and utter repugnance at the disregerd for the 


integrity of institutions of higher education shown by the CI4&. The 
prectice of shemelessly exploiting the reputation of American ecedemics 
for trustworthiness, which has characterized CIA activity in the pest, . 
evidently continues todey. I see no reascn whatsoever why higher ¢ 

should not be treated with the same regard previously show in 


ending the covert use of missionaries and journalists by tne CIA. I es&k 


you to take steps to end the exploitation of the ecademic comrunity aca 
to disengage the Agency from covert activities which induce ecedgenics <3 


betray their professional trust. 


The American academic community awaits the necessary Forthright Cla 
Guarantees that its integrity will not be further compromised. 
Sincerely, —* : ee 
* = = - us. 
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professor William W. Van Atstyne | REVIGW STAFF 


American Association of University Professors 
One Dupont Circle - Suite 509 


Dear Professor Van Alstyne: 


I received your letter of May 4, 1976, concarning CIA 


relations with the academic coamunity on the saine day that you ae: 


released iL to the press and gave a press interview about it. 

The fact that you did not await a response from me before making 
your letter public is somewhat troubling. Unfortuaagaly, your 
doing this could suggest to others that your purpose is something 


other than the resolution of the problem you perceive. : 


Having said that, I firmly reject your allegations tnat 
CIA corrupts American "colleges and universities by making political 
fronts of them,”, that they "are made conduits of deceit" and that 
"faculty members are paid to lie.” These charges reflect your 
ignorance of the true nature of the relationships we now have 
with American educational institutions and their faculties. To 
issue a statement that I am taking “steps to end the exploitation 
of the academic community,” as you request, would give credibility 
to the series: of erroneous assumptions and allegations In your 
fetter. Whatever you have heard about the past, I can assure you 
that there is now na reason for the members of your association 
to fear any threat to their integrity or their high sense of pur- 


The Agency has several kinds of relationships with 
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cortatad 
contracts for sciestiric resaarch and devalupuene, contracts 

for social science research on the many matters. hat arfect 
foreign policy, paid and unpaid consultations beteen scholars 
and CIA research analysts, contacts with individuals wao have 
travelled abroad, and othar simitar contacts that hetp us fulfill 
our primary responsibility; j.e., to provide the policy makers 
of our government with information and assessments of foreign 
develonments. 
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We seek the voluntary and witting cooperation of in- 


som, 


‘dividuals who can help the foreign policy processes of the United 
States. Those who help are expressing a freedom of choice. 


Occasionally such relationships are confidential at our request, 
but wore often they are discreet at the scholar’s. request because 
of his concern that he will be badgered by those who feel he 


should not be free to make this particular choice. . 


None of the relationships are intended to influence 


either what is taught or any other aspect of a scholar's work. 


We specifically do not try to inhibit the “free search for truth © 

and its free exposition.” Indeed, we would be foolish to do so, 

for it is the truth we seek. We know that we have no monopoly 

on fact or on understanding, and te restrict the searcn for tne 

truth would be extremely detrimental to our own purposes: If — 
CIA vere to isolate itself from the good counsel of the best . % = 
scholars in our country, we would surely becowe a narrow organi- 

zation that could give only inferior service to the government. 

The complexity of international relations today requires that 


our research be strong, and we intend to keep it stroag by 


seeking the best perspectives froin inside and outside the — : 
governinent. ; 


Your letter indicates a serious lack of confidence In 
people in your own profession--a view that I do not share; that 
is, your belief that your academic colleagues, including Teembers 
of your association, would accept pay "to lie about the sources 
of their support, to mislead others, to induce betrayed conTi- 
dences, to misstate the true objects of their interest, and to 


‘wisrepresent the actual objectives of their work." It is pre- 0 - Oe 


cisely that kind of irresponsible charge that tends to drive 
responsible relationships away from openness and toward the © 


—secretiveness that you seem to abhor. 


, Finally, Professor Van Alstyne, the seriousness of your. 
charges demands that we find a way toward better understanding. 


~ Because we owe that to both our organizations, I invite you to 
moet with a few senior officials of this Agency for that purpose. 


Sincerely, 
‘Js/ Georg? Bust 


George Bush 
Director . 
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